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This is one of a series of newsletters from the Fort Washington Fire Company No.1 in an effort to keep the citizens and 
taxpayers of Upper Dublin informed about the many and varied activities carried out by our organization. Anyone may opt out 
of receiving these e-mailed newsletters by clicking on the unsubscribe link at the bottom of this Newsletter. In each newsletter 
we will endeavor to provide information that is informative, useful and even entertaining. 

Visit our Website www.FortWashingtonFC.org  

In August the Fort Washington Fire Company responded to 
45 Alarms, averaging 14.1 responders per call, totaling 233 
responder hours.  

For All of 2009 the Fort Washington Fire Company respond-
ed to 622 Alarms, averaging 19.5 responders per call and 
totaling 5699 responder hours  For a multi-year comparison 
visit our website under Activities/Statistics.   
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Visit our Website www.FortWashingtonFC.org  
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Join Us,  
Become  

A  Volunteer 
The Fort Washington Fire 
Company is a 100% 
volunteer organization and 
is always seeking new 
members. We have several 
types of membership, 
which do not all involve 
fire fighting.  All training 
and equipment is provided 
by the Fire Company.   

Junior Members-
Age 16-17.  

Go through regular 
training and provide fire 
ground support functions, 
but are not permitted to 
operate in hazardous 
environments until they 
reach the age of 18. Many 
of our current members 
started as junior members.  

 

Firefighters-Age 
18 and up.  

Respond to fire calls and 
undergo extensive training 
at one of the local fire 
academies as well as in-
house training through the 
fire company .  

 

Fire Police- 

Provide traffic and crowd 
control at emergency 
scenes as well as at 
special events such as 
parades and carnivals.  

 

Ladies Auxiliary 

The Ladies Auxiliary 
assists the Fire Company, 
by promoting sociability 
among members  and 
aiding the financial and 
general well being of the 
fire company. 

In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first 
National Fire Prevention Day proclamation, and since 
1922, Fire Prevention Week has been observed on 
the Sunday through Saturday period in which Octo-
ber 9 falls. According to the National Archives and 
Records Administration's Library Information Center, 
Fire Prevention Week is the longest running public 
health and safety observance on record. The Presi-
dent of the United States has signed a proclamation 
proclaiming a national observance during that week 
every year since 1925.   

Each year since 1957, the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) sponsors the celebration of Fire 
Prevention Week with a different theme.  The theme 
for 2010 is “Smoke Alarms: A Sound You Can Live 
With!” 

The Fort Washington Fire Company 

Joins in the Celebration 

The Fort Washington Fire Company takes fire pre-
vention and fire safety very seriously, and accordingly 
supports the celebration of Fire Prevention Week with 
various activities, such as our Fire Expo (please see 
separate article in this newsletter for details)  which 
we have conducted since 1989.  In addition, we con-
duct programs in schools in Upper Dublin Township, 
sponsor a coloring & poster contest, and assist other 
fire departments with their open houses / expos / 
musters / etc.  A significant number of man hours are 
used in planning and implementing these programs, 
including the vacation time that our volunteers use in 
order to attend the school visits.  Our reward is the 
satisfaction that we receive when we see that the 
children become better informed in fire safety.   We 
strongly encourage you, your families and your 
friends to participate in our activities!  

� �our home should be a safe place, and it 
can be.  But, do you regularly check for 
home fire hazards?  If not, there is the 
potential for danger.  

According to the U.S. Fire Administration, the follow-
ing statistics were recorded based on fires that were 
reported in 2008. There were 1.5 million fires report-
ed, 16,705 civilians were injured, 3,320 civilians lost 
their lives, and 118 firefighters were killed while on 
duty.  Fire killed more Americans than all natural dis-
asters combined, with 84 percent of all civilian fire 
deaths occurred in residences.  

From October 3-9, 2010, fire safety advocates will 
spread the word to their communities that, with a little 
extra caution, preventing the leading causes of home 
fires – cooking, heating, electrical and smoking-
materials – is within their power. 

The history of the Fire Prevention Week 

Celebration 

Fire Prevention Week was established to commemo-
rate the Great Chicago Fire that occurred in 1871, and 
killed more than 250 people, left 100,000 homeless, 
destroyed more than 17,400 structures and burned 
more than 2,000 acres. The fire began on October 8, 
but continued into and did most of its damage on 
October 9, 1871. 

According to popular legend, the fire broke out after a 
cow - belonging to Mrs. Catherine O'Leary - kicked 
over a lamp, setting first the barn, then the whole city 
on fire. Chances are you've heard some version of 
this story yourself; people have been blaming the 
Great Chicago Fire on the cow and Mrs. O'Leary, for 
more than 130 years. However, researchers over the 
years have come up with many theories as to what 
actually caused the fire. 



Station A 

220 Summit Ave 

Station B 

Susquehanna and 
Twining Roads 

Fire Training Grounds 
Twining Road  

We Hold drills each 
Monday Night at 7 PM 

Our Business Meetings 
are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 PM  

Contact Information 
220 Summit Avenue 
Fort Washington PA 

19034 

215-646-2555  

 

Visit our Website www.FortWashingtonFC.org 
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What is the FWFC Fire Expo? 
By Howard Schmuckler  

Along with emergency responders, we invite nu-
merous public and private organizations such as 
the American Red Cross,  The Burn Foundation, 
MADD, Pa. State Police,  PECO Energy, The Safe 
Kids Coalition, St. Christopher's Hospital for Chil-
dren, and others.   

Demonstrations and displays are set up both inside 
and outside the Upper Dublin Township Building, 
along Loch Alsh Avenue, along the “Field of 
Dreams” driveway, and the ball fields along Fort 
Washington Avenue.  For example, there are vehi-
cle rescue demos, stove / oven fire demos, clothes 
dryer fire safety, police K9 demos, medical evacua-
tion helicopters, fire safety smoke house, water 
target, antique fire trucks and equipment, and more. 

For more information visit our Website  

http://www.fortwashingtonfc.org/main.asp?curid=245  

Please plan to attend.  Mark your calendars for 
the Fort Washington Fire Expo 2010, to be held 
on Monday, September 27 from 6:30pm - 9:00 
PM at the Upper Dublin Township Building and 
Grounds.  Admission and parking are free. 

 

�� he Fort Washington Fire and Life Safety 
EXPO is held annually on Monday of the 
week prior to Fire Prevention Week, unless 

that day is a holiday.  Initially started as a way to 
educate the public about fire safety and fire preven-
tion, the EXPO has grown into a much anticipated 
and very successful community event.  Included in 
the program now are many areas of injury preven-
tion for people of all ages.  Our visitors come from 
near and far, with an estimated attendance of 500. 

2010 marks the 22nd year for the Fort Washington 
Expo, which is a terrific accomplishment.  While it 
takes members of the Fort Washington Fire Compa-
ny many long hours in preparation and presentation 
of the Expo, it is very rewarding to see the many 
families attend and gather the wealth of information 
available.  While the Expo is educational, we also try 
to include fun activities for families. 

Our participants include dozens of fire, rescue, po-
lice agencies, emergency medical services, and 
other emergency squads.  Represented are local 
municipalities, county, state and federal agencies.  
We encourage our participants to demonstrate their 
"specialties", such as repelling, water rescue, vehi-
cle rescue, drafting, hazmat, trench rescue,   fire 
sprinkler systems, emergency medical services and 
many more. 
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�� uite an honor was enjoyed by this Fire 
Company recently when not one, but 
two, Fort Washington firefighters were 

honored as "Citizens of the Week" by the 
award winning, Ambler Gazette newspa-
per.  We appreciate Gazette Staff Writer 
Thomas Celona's insightful profiles.  The arti-
cle below is based in part on Mr. Celona's 
profiles.  

Assistant Safety Officer Ryan Copelin and 
long-time Fire Company board member Bill 
Gift were individually recognized for their ser-
vice to the fire company and community at 
large. 

At age 23, life-long Maple Glen resident, Ryan, 
is a 7-year veteran of the Fire Company.  He 
recently completed Incident Safety Officer 
training and will be assisting the safety officer 
with personnel accountability and scene safety 
at fire calls and vehicle rescues. Ryan is also a 
full-time employee of the Upper Dublin Police 

Dept.  He serves as a radio dispatcher and 
traffic control officer and is a very active mem-
ber of the Upper Dublin Police Benevolent 
Association.  As such, Ryan helps organize 
fund-raising events including the January Beef 
& Beer that benefited the family of an Upper 
Dublin police officer following the untimely 
death of their wife and mother.  While Ryan is 
quick to point out that such events are never a 
one-man job, he was the individual recognized 
by the benevolent association and awarded a 
plaque earlier this summer for his fund-raising 
efforts. 

 Bill Gift had already joined his first volunteer 
fire company long before Ryan was 
born.  During the 1970's, Bill served with the 
Oreland Fire Co. so it was only natural that 
Upper Dublin's emergency services became a 
priority when Bill was elected a Township  

Commissioner in 1994.  Bill transitioned from 
the Township's Board to the Fire Company's 
where he continues to serve as a director and 
on several prominent committees.  

The last decade was a tough one for the Gift 
family.  Bill underwent a heart transplant in 
2007 which was followed by life-threatening 
complications.  He was finally on the road to 
recovery when his oldest daughter became ill 
and passed away in early 2009.  Following her 
death, Bill went searching for something 
meaningful to help fill the void and he found it -
- on Facebook.  What he found was a descrip-
tion of a non-profit organization called Angel 
Flight East.  Based out of Wings Field and 
according to their website, Angel Flight East 
provides "free air transportation for seriously ill 
patients who need to get to treatment far from 
home." For someone like Bill, who knows 
both how to fly and what it feels like to be very 
sick, it was a perfect fit.  He has served as a 
volunteer mission coordinator for over a year 
handling the logistics of the flights.  But for Bill, 
the most fulfilling part is interacting with the 
patients and their families.  As he says, he can 
certainly relate to the patients.  

It is clear that Ryan and Bill, though separated 
by "a couple" of decades age-wise, share a 
common commitment to community service 
and the satisfaction of volunteer jobs well 
done.  In both cases, being named "Citizen of 
the Week" is much deserved. 
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�� n August 16th, members trav-
eled to the Loch Alsh Reservoir 
to get familiar with our boats 

and our new 20 horse power outboard 
motors that were recently acquired with 
grant money through the work of Captain 
Andy Rathfon.  These motors are the 
latest in a series of equipment purchas-
es designed to make the FWFC better 
prepared to handle flooding events that 
have become routine during periods of 

heavy rain in the Upper Dublin area. We 
have also gone through extensive train-
ing, including the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission Boater Safety Course, Wa-
ter Rescue Awareness and Water Res-
cue & Emergency Response. Our next 
step will be to certify members to an 
even higher level or proficiency in han-
dling calls for water rescues.  

Continued on page 5 
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August 23rd was our annual "Rocket 
Fight" competition with neighboring fire 
companies at our training center. 

"Rocket Fights" involve two teams who 
aim their hose lines at a barrel that 
slides across a suspended cable.  

The object is to shoot the barrel over the 
other team's line, similar to a tug of war. 
Even though the forecast of scattered 
showers turned into a night of heavy 
rain, the event went on as planned. Par-
ticipating companies were Barren Hill, 
Horsham, Flourtown, Harmonville and 
Wissahickon.  

 

On August 9th, FWFC members traveled 
to Worcester to conduct training in an 
acquired structure. This was part 2 of a 
class held in May. The purpose of this 
class was to review RIT (Rapid Interven-
tion Team) skills. A RIT is a group of fire 
fighters with special training that are 
called to standby at the scene of a fire. 
The sole purpose of the RIT is to locate 
and remove a fire fighter who may be 
injured or may be lost or disoriented 
inside a building. This can occur to due 
running out of air or possibly a collapse 
of a structure. During this drill, FWFC 
members practiced several scenarios, 
including locating a downed member 
and getting them on a supplemental air 
supply as well as removing a fire fighter 
who had fallen through a floor. There are 

many scenarios a RIT may encounter 
and there is no one way of doing things, 
so it is important that members of a RIT 
have the tools and knowledge to deal 
with any situation they might encounter 
on a fire ground.  

Visit our Website www.FortWashingtonFC.org 
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Mark Your Calendars…  
The Fall Flea Market happens November 6th 8 AM to 2  PM 

Rain or Shine 


