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Of all the jobs associated with the fire service, there is probably none so underappreciated and inglorious as the fire
police. Fire police officers provide traffic and crowd control. They do not dash into blazing buildings and make daring
rescues and they don't wield the ‘Jaws of Life' to cut a bloodied victim from a crumpled car. They are the people in the
bright fluorescent vests advising disgruntled motorists that the road is closed and they will have to find another way to
get to work.
They don't even get to ride on the big green fire trucks but by keeping both the firefighters and the public safe, the fire
police play an integral role in the fire company. Fire Police only close roads when there is a serious emergency, often
life-threatening such as downed electrical wires. At a building fire or vehicle accident it is imperative that the scene be
secured. Imagine trying to drag hoselines and equipment across a street while dodging traffic.
So the next time you come upon a Fire Police officer advising the road you want to use is closed, don't give him or her
a hard time. Remember, their sole purpose is to keep us all safe. Look for an alternate way to get where you're going.

his brings us to the profile of the month, David Levy, Captain of the
Ft. Washington Fire Co.'s Fire Police unit. David was born in 1958 in
Philadelphia. His family, including two younger sisters, grew up on
Horter St. in the Mt. Airy section of the city. David recalls a happy
childhood much of it spent with his buddies exploring and hiking the vast re-
cesses of Fairmount Park, not far from his home. He attended Germantown
Friends School where he served on the stage crew and like many fire company

members, got his first taste of emergency service. In David's case, it was the
emergency medical service.

Germantown Friends required a senior project with emphasis on service. Be-
cause he didn't live too far from their headquarters, David became an EMT and
joined the Wissahickon Volunteer Ambulance squad. Wissahickon was the last
of the city's all volunteer ambulance squads and served mainly as a transport




company for Roxborough and Chestnut Hill Hospitals.
David recalls bouncing around in the back of the big,
old Cadillac ambulance picking up their primarily eld-
erly clientele including the old lady who lived with 99
cats.

David headed to St. Louis and Washington University
for college where he majored in psychology and mi-
nored in theatre. Always the EMT, it wasn't long before
David recognized that it was taking upwards of 45
minutes for a city ambulance to respond when there
was an on-campus medical emergency. The only way
to combat the delay was to form an on-campus re-
sponse team. With David as the founder and charter
member, the Washington University Emergency Re-
sponse Team was born. Duty crews were organized
with one EMT per crew. Pagers were secured and an
old van was reappointed with medical supplies. While
the team did not transport patients, they stabilized them
until the paramedics arrived. David recalls one rather
memorable call where an inebriated student decided to
take a short cut home and found himself impaled on a
wrought iron fence he attempted to scale. Not as grue-
some as it sounds, the young man fully recovered from
a leg wound. David proudly points out that the team he
founded is still going strong some 30 years later provid-
ing emergency medical care to the staff and students at
Washington University.

David returned to Philly after graduation and, in 1984
accepted a position with a company that was then
called Century Medical because they sold and serviced
medical software systems. He had not been there very
long when it became obvious that the company was
going under. To his amazement, he was approached
by the company's owners who basically gave him the
business as long as he was willing to service the con-
tracts Century still held. David worked with a partner
for awhile and in 1985 became sole owner of the com-
pany, now called Software Maintenance, Inc. The busi-
ness has transitioned from medical systems to provid-
ing software maintenance for disabled individuals
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throughout Pa. and N.J. David is especially proud of
the work he does with the V.A. providing computer
training and service to disabled veterans.

David moved to Upper Dublin in 1994 and after several
years of long distance romance, married wife Debbie
in 1995. They are the devoted "parents” to two res-
cued, mixed-breed dogs, Petals and Dudley. Last year
they sought and won a zoning variance, allowing them
to raise four baby chicks. The baby chicks grew up and
now produce delicious, fresh eggs daily.

When asked what got him interested in volunteering
again David recalls that he saw a fire company recruit-
ment ad on the Upper Dublin cable channnel. He felt it
was a way to serve the community and joined the fire
company as a fire police officer in 2000. After working
his way up through the ranks, David was elected Fire
Police Captain two years ago. He counts among his
accomplishments updated signage, breakway ANSI Il
compliant safety vests, and most important, the first
ever set of comprehensive fire police SOGs. David
says that the past nine years have taught him about
the fragility of life and how survival is often a matter of
seconds and inches. He is a man who knows some-
thing about the fragility of life.

At the age of nine, David was diagnosed with appendi-
citis and underwent an appendectomy. But when the
surgeon removed his appendix it appeared fine.
Searching further, his doctor's discovered that David
had Crohn's disease. Simply put Crohns is a lifelong
inflammatory bowel disease that leads to abdominal
pain, ulcers and sometimes intestinal blockage. Flare
ups can be unpredictable and debilitating and over the
course of his illness David has undergone two major
surgeries, the last just two years ago. Fully recovered
from the surgery, David is grateful to enjoy good health
compared to some Crohn's patients and looks forward
to many years of service to the fire company and the
community.

sacrifice of our families, the
fire company hosts several
events each year which
brings together our families.

On August 9", the FWFC
held a Sundae on Sunday
event in which over 100
family members stopped by
the Summit Avenue station
to enjoy an ice cream treat.
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The Fort Washington Fire and Life Safety EXPO is
held annually on Monday of the week prior to Fire
Prevention Week, unless that day is a holiday.
Initially started as a way to educate the public about
fire safety and fire prevention, the EXPO has grown
into a much anticipated and very successful commu-
nity event. Included in the program now are many
areas of injury prevention for people of all ages.

Our visitors come from near and far, with an esti-
mated attendance of 500.

2009 marks the 21 year for the Fort Washington
Expo, which is a terrific accomplishment. While it
takes members of the Fort Washington Fire Com-
pany many long hours in preparation and presenta-
tion of the Expo, it is very rewarding to see the many
families attend and gather the wealth of information
available. While the Expo is educational, we also try
to include fun activities for families.

Our participants include dozens of fire, rescue, po-
lice agencies, emergency medical services, and
other emergency squads. Represented are local
municipalities, county, state and federal agencies.
We encourage our participants to demonstrate their
"specialties", such as repelling, water rescue, vehi-
cle rescue, drafting, hazmat, trench rescue, fire
sprinkler systems, emergency medical services and
many more.

Along with emergency responders, we invite nu-

merous public and private organizations such as
the American Red Cross, The Burn Foundation,
MADD, Pa. State Police, PECO Energy, The Safe
Kids Coalition, St. Christopher's Hospital for Chil-
dren, and others.

Demonstrations and displays are set up both inside
and outside the Upper Dublin Township Building,
along Loch Alsh Avenue, along the “Field of
Dreams” driveway, and the ball fields along Fort
Washington Avenue. For example, there are vehi-
cle rescue demos, stove / oven fire demos, clothes
dryer fire safety, police K9 demos, medical evacua-
tion helicopters, fire safety smoke house, water

target, antique fire trucks and equipment, and more.

For more information visit our Website
http://www.fortwashingtonfc.org/main.asp?curid=245

Please plan to attend. Mark your cal-
endars for the Fort Washington Fire
Expo 2009, to be held on Monday Sep-
tember 21 from 6:30pm - 9:00pm at the
Upper Dublin Township Building and
Grounds. Admission and parking are
free.
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August 2nd proved to be a very busy day for
members of the FWFC. This rainy Sunday
started out with two water rescue calls in loca-
tions that are prone to flooding. Coincidentally,
we had just trained with our water rescue
equipment the previous Monday night.

After a temporary Iull, we were again called into
action for numerous people trapped in their
vehicles in high water.

% !

We have kept busy with training throughout
the summer months. In late July, several
members attended the Firehouse Magazine
Conference and Training Seminar in Balti-
more. Topics included fires in fast food restau-
rants, incident command training and fire
ground strategies. We also had the opportu-
nity to attend the vender show and got a look
at some potential equipment that will aid us in
doing our jobs more effectively.

On August 10th, we conducted a critique of
our response to the numerous water rescues
on August 2nd. The members of the company
all were given an opportunity to make sugges-
tions and provide input, so that we can im-
prove our capabilities in the future. After this

Two very serious incidents occurred during this
busy day. The first involved a group of students
trapped in a building in the office park, which
was surrounded by rising water.

With the assistance of the Wissahickon Fire
Company and their boat, all of the students
were safely removed from the building and
brought to higher ground.

The second incident occurred on Pennsylvania
Avenue on the Whitemarsh Township side at
the Hilton Garden Inn Hotel.

session, it was determined that we needed to
examine the need for further training, addi-
tional equipment, as well as updated proce-
dures and protocols. The next step is to form
several work groups that will assist in turning
these needs into action.

On August 17th, we had an additional training
session on the mobile data computers in our
apparatus. These computers display dispatch
information, as well as maps and other valu-
able information. At present time, all of our
frontline apparatus have been outfitted with
these units, making the FWFC one of the very
few fire companies in Montgomery County
that has several units in service on the sys-
tem. We also went over radio operation and

FWFC was dispatched for the report of a man
and child who had been swept underwater by
the strong current.

FWFC member

Nate Wood was on

his way to the fire-

house and could

not get through on

Pennsylvania Ave

due to the flooding.

He stopped adja-

cent to the hotel

and was informed

that a man and

child were under

the water and in immediate danger of drowning
or being sucked through a pipe.

Firefighter Wood entered the water alone, felt
around and was able to grab a hold of the adult
with the help of other civilians on scene and
remove the man from the water.

At some point during the rescue, the man re-
portedly let go of the boy and the boy was
sucked through the pipe and reappeared at the
other end of the pipe. The boy was pulled to
safety by civilians on scene. Firefighter Wood
selflessly put himself in harm's way in order to
save the man's life. We are happy to report the
both the man and child were taken to the hospi-
tal and will make a full recovery.

procedures as a review.

On August 24th, we held our annual "Rocket
Fight" competition at our training grounds with
several area fire companies. "Rocket Fights"
involve two teams who aim their hose lines at
a barrel that slides across a suspended cable.
The object is to shoot the barrel over the other
team's line, similar to a tug of war.

We are already looking at scheduling training
for next year, with a heavy focus on updated
water rescue training. We also have several
members signed up for fall Fire Fighter |
classes and advanced fire fighting classes
through Bucks and Montgomery County Fire
Academies.




Your home should be a safe place. But do
you regularly check for home fire hazards? If
not, there is the potential for danger. In 2007,
fire departments in the U.S. responded to
nearly 400,000 home fires, with almost 2,900
people killed.

From October 4-10, 2009, fire safety advo-
cates will spread the word to their communi-
ties that, with a little extra caution, preventing
the leading causes of home fires — cooking,
heating, electrical and smoking-materials — is
within their power.

The history of the Fire Prevention
Week Celebration

Fire Prevention Week was established to
commemorate the Great Chicago Fire that
occurred in 1871, and killed more than 250
people, left 100,000 homeless, destroyed
more than 17,400 structures and burned more
than 2,000 acres. The fire began on October
8, but continued into and did most of its dam-
age on October 9, 1871.

According to popular legend, the fire broke
out after a cow - belonging to Mrs. Catherine
O'Leary - kicked over a lamp, setting first the
barn, then the whole city on fire. Chances are
you've heard some version of this story your-
self; people have been blaming the Great
Chicago Fire on the cow and Mrs. O'Leary,
for more than 130 years. However, research-
ers over the years have come up with many
theories as to what actually caused the fire.

In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued
the first National Fire Prevention Day procla-
mation, and since 1922, Fire Prevention
Week has been observed on the Sunday

through Saturday period in which October 9
falls. According to the National Archives and
Records Administration's Library Information
Center, Fire Prevention Week is the longest
running public health and safety observance
on record. The President of the United States
has signed a proclamation proclaiming a
national observance during that week every
year since 1925.

Each year since 1957, the National Fire Pro-
tection Association (NFPA) sponsors the
celebration of Fire Prevention Week with a
different theme.

The Fort Washington Fire Com-
pany Joins in the Celebration

The Fort Washington Fire Company takes
fire prevention and fire safety very seriously,
and accordingly supports the celebration of
Fire Prevention Week with various activities,
such as our Fire Expo (please see separate
article in this newsletter for details) which
we have conducted since 1989. In addition,
we conduct programs in schools in Upper
Dublin Township, sponsor a coloring &
poster contest, and assist other fire depart-
ments with their open houses / expos / mus-
ters / etc. A significant number of man hours
are used in planning and implementing these
programs, including the vacation time that
our volunteers use in order to attend the
school visits. Our reward is the satisfaction
that we receive when we see that the chil-
dren become better informed in fire safety.
We strongly encourage you, your families
and your friends to participate in our activi-
ties!

Fire safety is something that eve-
ryone needs to be aware of 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, and
365 days a year.

Do not wait until it is too late,
practice fire safety every day!

If you have any questions or
comments about this article,
or any other fire safety sub-
ject, please feel free to call the
Fire Company at 215-646-
2555 or stop into either fire
station any Monday night.

The Fire Prevention Commit-
tee is available to present pro-
grams upon request. Visit the
Fort Washington Fire Com-
pany on the Internet at
www.fortwashingtonfc.org.




