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Born August 27, 1979 in Princeton, Zach Velivis lived in
New Jersey until the age of seven, when he and his
family relocated to Gwynedd Valley near Springhouse,
PA. There, Zach attended Blue Bell Elementary
School, then Wissahickon Middle School, eventually
graduating from Wissahickon High School in 1997. As
a Trojan, Zach participated in soccer and track.

Following high school, Zach began working for a com-
puter consulting and networking company in Fort Wash-
ington. Zach worked for this firm for two years before
taking a position with Vecchione Fleet Service in Ore-
land, PA where he is currently employed. Zach deals
with the general management and business of the com-
pany while overseeing the IT system. While working full
time, Zach attended Montgomery County Community
College, earning an associate in Computer Science.

During the two years that Zach worked for the computer
networking firm on Pennsylvania Avenue in Fort Wash-
ington he watched the fire trucks of the FWFC pass by




as they responded to calls. Already inspired
by family members that were volunteer fire-
men in New Jersey, Zach decided to join the
fire company in January of 2000 at the age of
twenty. Zach quickly passed his schools and
became one of the company’s most active
members. In 2006 he was promoted to the
rank of Sergeant by Chief Brian Newhall.
Zach was one of the first members in the his-
tory of the fire company to be promoted to this
rank as Chief Newhall implemented the pro-
gram the same year in an effort to groom new
line officers. In 2009, Zach was elevated to
the rank of Lieutenant where he currently
serves.

Over the last nine years, Zach has served in
many administrative roles within the fire com-
pany. Zach has served as the treasurer and
president of the Firefighters Association of the
FWFC. Additionally, Zach has participated in
the following committees: IT, Standard of
Cover, and Apparatus. Velivis also assisted
member Kevin Richart in the development
and implementation of the overall computer
network and incident reporting system used
by the FWFC. Recently, Zach oversaw the
selection and purchase of new low angle rope
and rigging equipment. Velivis is currently
chairing the operations workgroup for improv-
ing water rescue responses within the town-
ship.

Zach's first fire call was a dumpster fire in the
industrial park for which he was the nozzle-
man. However, Zach’'s most memorable fire
was a house fire at the corner of Joshua Road
and Skippack Pike in Whitemarsh Township.
During this fire, the first floor ceiling collapsed,
burying Zach underneath the debris. Fortu-
nately, then firefighter, now Chief Engineer
Gordon Languell, was close by and lifted
Zach from the rubble. Zach’s favorite appara-
tus was 88-22, an open cab Mack with a repu-
tation for being quick .
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Fasiijashigii Fire Company

During September, FWFC was given a rare
opportunity to conduct training exercises at
an actual house in the township. The owner
of the home planned to demolish it to build a
new home and was gracious enough to allow
the FWFC to use the house for training prior
to demolition. We took full advantage of this
rare opportunity by utilizing the house on sev-
eral days during the month. We practiced
important skills such as searching for victims,
ventilating, stretching hoselines and fire
fighter survival skills.

\
Fort Washinglof it Cormpany

While we enhance our skills through a variety
of methods, nothing beats real-world, hands
on experience!
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On Monday September 21, the Fort Washington
Fire Company hosted our 21" annual Fire & Life
Safety Expo. We were fortunate once again that
we could use the Upper Dublin Township Build-
ing and Loch Alsh Avenue. The weather was
fantastic, and brought out another large crowd to
see the Expo, and learn from the variety of dem-
onstrations, displays, and other activities. Popu-
lar demonstrations and exhibits were presented
by our fire company, many other fire depart-
ments; police agencies, emergency medical
services, and organizations such as the Ameri-
can Red Cross, the Montgomery County Depart-
ment of Public Safety, MADD, Abington Memo-
rial Hospital, the Masons, Underwriters Labora-
tories, and others.

As always, visitors had fun at the water target,
meeting with “Patches” the robot fire dog,
watching the police K-9 demonstration, watch-
ing the repelling demonstration, seeing the
MONTCO Sheriff Bomb Unit Robot, and visiting
the North Penn Fire Company or Barren Hill
Fire Company Fire Safety House, as well as
visiting the crews from PennSTAR and Jeff-
STAT medical helicopters.

Other demonstrations included using the “Jaws
of Life” in a vehicle extrication, how to extin-
guish oven fires, proper use of a fire extin-

Continued on Page 5
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During 2002-2005, decoration fires accounted
for an estimated 1,150 reported home structure
fires per year, the majority involving candles as
the heat source, and causing seven civilian
deaths, 56 civilian injuries and $24.8 millionin
direct property damage per year.

Planning ahead can help make this Halloween
a fire-safe one. Taking simple fire safety pre-
cautions, such as making sure fabrics for cos-
tumes and decorative materials are flame-
resistant, can prevent fires.

Purchase only costumes, wigs, false beards
and mustaches, and other props that are la-
beled flame-resistant or flame-retardant.

When creating a costume, choose material that
won't easily ignite if it comes in contact with
heat or flame. Avoid billowing or long trailing
features. Masks should never block a person’s
view. Face paint or make up is a much better
alternative to masks.

Children should never trick-or-treat alone. Itis
best if they go in a group, and preferably with
adult supervision.

Parents should check all food items that the

children receive before any are eaten. If possi-
ble, chil-
dren
should
only visit
people
who they
know.

Provide children with lightweight flashlights to
carry for lighting or as part of their costume so
that they can be seen by people driving by,
thus avoiding being struck.

Dried flowers, cornstalks and crepe paper are
highly flammable. Keep these and other deco-
rations well away from all open flames and
heat sources, including light bulbs, heaters,
etc. Do not hang or drape decorations over or
near a stove, or any heat producing appliance.

Use flashlights or battery operated candles
when illuminating Jack-o-lanterns. Use ex-
treme caution when decorating with candle lit
Jack-O-Lanterns, and supervise children at all
times when candles are lit. When lighting can-
dles inside Jack-O-Lanterns, use long, fire-
place-style matches and be sure to place lit
pumpkins well away from anything that can
burnincluding doorsteps, walkways and yards.

If you must decorate with candles, make sure
that they are placed in sturdy holders and are a
safe distance away from anything that can
burn. Never leave lit candles unattended and
be sure to extinguish candles when leaving
home or going to bed.

Remember to keep all exits clear of decora-
tions, ensuring nothing blocks escape routes.

Use flashlights as alternatives to candles or
torch lights when decorating walkways and
yards. They are much safer for trick-or-treaters,
whose costumes may brush against the light-

ing.

Instruct children to stay away from open flames
or other heat sources. Be sure children know
how to stop, drop, cover and roll  inthe event
their clothing catches fire. (Stop immediately,
drop to the ground, covering your face with
your hands, and roll over and over to extin-
guish flames.) Cool the burn.

Instruct children who are attending parties at
others' homes to locate the exits and plan how
they would get outin an emergency.

Fire safety is extremely important to assure a
safe and fun holiday!

Fire safety is something that every-
one needs to be aware of 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Do not wait until it is too late, prac-
tice fire safety every day! If you
have any questions or comments
about this article, or any other fire
safety subject, please feel free to call
the Fire Company at 215-646-2555 or
stop into either fire station any Mon-
day night. The Fire Prevention Com-
mittee is available to present pro-
grams upon request. Visit the Fort
Washington Fire Company on the
Internet at
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guisher, sprinkler systems, tower ladder
bucket

rides compliments of the Upper Gwyn-
edd Fire Dept., laying down a foam blan-
ket compliments of the LaMott Fire Dept,
using a real fire hose to spray water at a
target, and our own “Hazard House”.

We would like to thank the Upper Dublin
Township, the Upper Dublin School Dis-
trict, the Church of the Open Door, and
many others who played a huge part in
the success of this year's Fire Expo!

Feedback received thus far indicated
that everyone had a great time. We
appreciate your comments, as they help
us to know what you liked and what you
did not. Please let us know.

We have already started planning for
nextyear's Expo, with some new
ideas. Please watch for our an-
nouncements for our 2010 Expo and
plan to attend. We hope to see you
there!
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