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Each month we profile one of the many Volunteers th at make up the Fort Washington Fire Company.

ike most boys, when Robert Royal was young, he

had dreams of being a policeman or fireman.

While he did eventually become a fireman, there
were other professions and hobbies awaiting his future.

Growing up in Texas, he had the opportunity to fulfill
another favorite dream of American boys, being a cow-
boy and riding bulls as a High School student in the
Rodeo Club. He has also been the Cashier Manager at
a major East Coast casino and worked in an Investment
Bank. But his true calling was always decorating.

Moving with his family several times as he was growing
up, he always helped with the tasks of setting up a new
home. He would first set up his room, “perfectly,” as he
recently said. His sisters’ priority would be to go out
and find new friends in the neighborhood, leaving him
the task to set up their rooms. This was his first intro-
duction to home decorating.

His mother worked in Real Estate and then began an
interior decorating business. Robert became her jack-of
-all-trades, providing him with the hands on experience




as well as getting paid for what he already
enjoyed doing. Robert expanded his knowl-
edge of decorating by attending the Sanders
School of Design in Tom’s River, NJ and now
runs his own design company.

All of this experience will come in very handy,
as Robert and husband Lee move into their
new home in Fort Washington. It is located at
a point between the current firehouse on
Summit Ave and the site of the new firehouse
on Fort Washington Avenue. Robert will be
perfectly situated to continue his high level of
response to fire calls and Lee will continue to
support him in the fulfilment of this important
duty.

Responding to fire calls is something Robert
takes seriously because the nephew of a
close friend died in a house fire. It was this
memory that motivated him to look into our
Fire Company when he was speaking to Eric
Clauson at the opening of the ambulance
facility in Ambler.

Wanting to be one of those who knows what
to do and not one of the ones standing around
wondering, he quickly signed up for Firefighter
I, Basic Vehicle Rescue Technician, and Haz-
ardous Materials Operations training, and is
nationally certified in all three. His is now
pursuing Firefighter Il national certification.

His first fire was a vehicle fire on the Turnpike,
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uring the past

few weeks, we

have seen
more snow than most of
us have liked. And, with
the large amount of
snow piled along our
streets, parking on some
streets has become very
difficult. We understand .
this, but please do not park so that there is a small
amount of room for traffic to pass down the street.
This includes parking next to a snow pile where your
vehicle may be too far out into the street, or parked
across from another vehicle leaving a narrow traffic

but his most memorable one was the recent
fire on Church Road in Horsham. At this fire,
he was working in the bathroom where duct
work had fallen from the ceiling. As his train-
ing had taught him, he had cutters in his
pocket and quickly cut through the wires and
stacked them to the side. An officer from
another company came in and asked who
had done that. Robert said that he did it.
The officer was impressed and said, “l guess
what they say about the guys from ‘The Fort’
is true; you're always prepared.” This made
Robert proud and feel like a real Firefighter.

Around the firehouse, there are two individu-
als that Robert looks up to the most: Andy
Rathfon and David Haggar. Robert thinks
that Andy makes good decisions and is al-
ways comfortable when Andy is his Captain
and that David is always teaching and show-
ing others the tricks of the trade.

Robert offered that his favorite truck is Squad
88 because he likes the rescue tools. He
also said that at structure fires, the people are
typically out of the building, thankfully, but at
a vehicle accident he has the opportunity to
help people directly.

His one comment about what he does not like
about the Fire Company was the color of the
meeting room. It should very clear to every-
one, he was born to be a decorator.

lane between the two vehicles. Blocking the street so

that traffic cannot pass through could prevent a fire
truck, police vehicle or an ambulance from answering
an emergency call for help. This is especially true of
our fire trucks that are somewhat large. If you need
to, move a little further away to an area that will pro-

vide more space in the street. Take a moment to look

at the space that is left for traffic after you have
parked. It could be you, a family member, or your

home that may be affected by someone who does not

consider this.
This is also a good time to remind everyone to clear

the area around the fire hydrant near your home. Any

delay (extra time needed) for a fire department to get
to a water supply can be very critical.
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n February 1 2010, a Car-

bon monoxide (CO) detec-

tor was credited with sav-
ing the lives of 250 students ina
dormitory at the Art Institute in cen-
ter city Philadelphia. The students
were asleep when the CO detector
started sounding at 4:30 a.m. 9-1-1
was called, and firefighters arrived within minutes and
began to evacuate the building. The CO was found to
be leaking from a faulty boiler.

% #(%) *(% )+,

Carbon monoxide is a poisonous gas that is inhaled into
our bodies. Itis odorless, colorless and tasteless, and
deprives us of the oxygen we need to survive. If we are
exposed to carbon monoxide and it is caught in time, we
may suffer only minor ill effects; however, if it is not
detected in time, death could result. According to the
American Medical Association, carbon monoxide is the
leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in Amer-
ica, where 1500 people die and 10,000 seek medical
attention annually. Many cases of carbon monoxide
poisoning go untreated and unreported as it produces
flu like symptoms, such as headache, fatigue, nausea,
dizziness, mental confusion, and irritability. As the de-
gree of poisoning increases, vomiting, loss of con-
sciousness, brain damage and finally death may result.
Often, the problem occurs when the weather turns
colder and the doors and windows of the home are
closed which seals in the gas. Good indications of a
problem is when you feel ill at home but feel better
when you are out of your home. Carbon monoxide
usually affects infants, children, the elderly with heart or
lung conditions, pregnant women, and pets before it
affects healthy adults.

This poisonous gas is produced by the incomplete com-
bustion of a fossil fuel that powers appliances, such as
a stove, clothes dryer, water heaters, heaters, fireplace,
wood burning stoves and space heaters. Fossil fuels
include wood, coal, oil, natural gas, propane, methane,
gasoline and charcoal. When these fuels do not burn
completely, CO is produced.

Never let a gasoline powered motor (car, lawn mower,
snow blower) idle inside a garage that is attached to
your home, or under a covered attached porch. Never
use an oven for heating. Do not use a barbecue grill or
hibachi inside your home, garage or other enclosed
area. Even if the garage is open, the gas may still find a
way into your home through cracks, doors or vents. If
your home is vented properly, free from appliance mal-
functions, carbon monoxide will be vented to the out-
side. However, as everyone tries to make their homes
as energy efficient as possible, this is often not the
case.

While we cannot guarantee that an appliance will never
malfunction, we can all take steps to minimize the
chance and detect a problem. Regular yearly inspec-
tions and maintenance by a qualified technician of all
fuel burning units in the home can reduce the chance of
carbon monoxide poisoning. This must include the
chimney, vents, furnace as well as appliances. Particu-
lar attention should be made before the winter heating
season.
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When using a fireplace, make certain that the damper
is open, and do not close the damper until the fire is
completely out. Make sure that all fuel burning appli-
ances are properly ventilated.

Purchase carbon monoxide detectors that sound an
alarm and are approved by an independent testing
laboratory such as UL. Install them as you would
smoke detectors. Avoid installing detectors close to a
fan, vent, window or door as this may prevent the de-
tector from taking accurate readings. It is recom-
mended that a detector be placed on each level of your
home and especially outside the sleeping areas, and
place another unit near the home’s heating source.

Test your CO detector once a month along with your
smoke detectors, and replace the battery at least once
a year. Never “borrow” the battery for some other use.
A CO detector, when operating properly will sound
before there are dangerous levels of this poisonous gas
in your home. Maintain CO detectors by regularly us-
ing a vacuum cleaner or a damp cloth, to keep them
free of dirt, grease, and spider webs.

If a CO detector goes off, remain calm. Evacuate im-
mediately and phone 9-1-1 from outside your home. If
anyone is feeling the symptoms of CO poisoning, they
should feel better once they are outside in the fresh air.
You should advise 9-1-1 that someone is or has felt ill
so that medical assistance can be sent. Plan and prac-
tice a home evacuation plan. Do not re-enter your
home until you are advised that it is safe to do so.
Never ignore the alarm! Do not open windows or leave
doors to the outside open, as doing so will make it
much more difficult to trace the source of the problem

It is equally important to install a smoke detector and a
CO detector, as they detect two separate hazards.
Remember that not all CO detectors are also smoke
detectors, it may be necessary to have two detectors
installed side by side. While there are combination CO
and smoke detector units available on the market, not
all CO detectors are smoke detectors, nor are all
smoke detectors CO detectors. The combined detector
can sound different patterns and activate separate
lights to distinguish the type of problem. Carefully read
the package to be sure of what you are purchasing.
Thoroughly read the instructions that come with the CO
detector until you understand how to properly install,
use, test and maintain the unit.

CO detectors have already saved many lives, not
only in cities like Philadelphia, but also in the s ub-
urbs, including Upper Dublin Township.

Fire safety is something that everyone needs to be
aware of 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year. Do not wait until it is too late, practice fire

safety every day! If you have any questions or com-
ments about this article, or any other fire safety subject,
please feel free to call the Fire Company at 215-646-
2555 or stop into either fire station any Monday night.
The Fire Prevention Committee is available to present
programs upon request. Visit the Fort Washington Fire
Company on the Internet at www.fortwashingtonfc.org.
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y the early 1950’s, it was obvious

that the Fire Company was rapidly

outgrowing its first “real” firehouse at
223 Summit Avenue. With the war over,
veterans and their families were migrating to
the Philadelphia suburbs by the tens of
thousands. The baby boom was well under-
way.

Two events would bring new residents and
dramatically change the face of Upper Dub-
lin forever: the Fort Washington Interchange
of the Pennsylvania Turnpike and an indus-
trial park to be built on hundreds of acres
adjacent to the turnpike.

All this meant more people, buildings, and
added demands on the Fire Company.
Additionally, fire apparatus had practically
doubled in size in the 30 years since the
first firehouse had been built. That fire-
house had room for only two fire trucks.

In early 1953, a Building Committee had
been formed, headed by Chief George Hag-
gar. Originally estimated to cost about
$40,000.00, the cost was raised to
$60,000.00 when committee members vis-
ited some of the newer fire stations in the
area.

Meetings between the township commis-
sioners and fire officers took place in the
summer of 1953 and by the winter, an archi-
tect had been hired to design the new fire-
house. The architect’s design included a 65
-foot by 65-foot engine room with a 6-inch
double reinforced concrete floor. The four
bay doors would measure 14-feet wide by
12-feet high. Behind the engine room would
be a 45-foot by 59-foot meeting room adja-
cent to a commercial style kitchen.

April 2010
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Mark Your Calendars... The next
x| FWFC Indoor Flea Market will occur
HFRRER on Saturday, April 3rd 8 AM to 2 PM

At the August 11, 1954 Commissioner’s
Meeting, the commissioners agreed to un-
derwrite a bond issue required by the Upper
Dublin Building Authority for the purpose of
erecting a new firehouse. The cost was not
to exceed $100,000.00 and a period not to
exceed 30 years.

By early spring of 1955, the final bids for the
new firehouse had been received. Unfortu-
nately, the lowest bid was $121,000.00,
$21,000.00 over the agreed upon
$100,000.00. After all possible trimming of
costs, the final price was $100,400.00. It
was agreed that anything over $100,000.00
was the responsibility of the Fire Company.

Things moved quickly after that. The prop-
erty at 220 Summit Avenue, directly across
from the current firehouse and purchased
several years earlier, was formally deeded to
the township for the purpose of constructing
a new firehouse. It was announced that the
groundbreaking ceremony would be on June
18, 1955 and six months later on December

3" the cornerstone was laid. The ribbon
cutting and dedication took place on May 12,
1956. Almost 55 years later, the firehouse at
220 Summit Avenue remains the company’s
“main station.” 55 years later, the station as it ap-

pears today

Rain or Shine!
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he previous article describes the his-

tory of the current Fort Washington Fire

Company fire station. This article dis-
cusses the future firehouse.

The current firehouse on 220 Summit Avenue
is 55 years old. It has served generations of
FWFC members and Upper Dublin Township
residents well. Over the past several years
however, it has become apparent that the
needs for which it was built are not necessar-
ily the needs of today. The building has been
in increasing need of repair, with some very
costly needs looming on the immediate hori-
zon. Itis land-locked in the middle of a resi-
dential street with minimal parking available.
Most importantly, it is not able to be retrofitted
with the new requirements necessary for
firefighter safety and function.

For those reasons, Upper Dublin Township
and the Fort Washington Fire Company sev-
eral years ago began a process to assess the
needs of the Fire Company and the residents
that we serve. Countless hours were spent
evaluating current operations and needs as
well as projecting the anticipated needs for
the next 50 years. All options were consid-
ered and it was ultimately determined that a
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e have stayed busy doing our an-

nual recertification's. All members

recently participated in First Aid,
CPR and Blood borne pathogens training. In
addition, almost 50 members participated in
SCBA fit testing. Fit Testing is a process to
certify that the member is capable of wearing
an air pack and is able to maintain a proper
mask seal so contaminants cannot enter.

Thus far for the year, we have averaged 62

members per drill! This shows the outstanding
dedication of our mem- g
bers to train.

The highlight of our
February training was a
"forcible entry acad-
emy" class held on
Saturday, February
20th. FWFC once
again contracted with
Traditions Training,
LLC to conduct an 8
hour class on forcible
entry. Traditions Train-
ing is a training firm made up of fire service
veterans from various metropolitan fire depart-

new, more centrally located, firehouse was
necessary.

An extensive review of potential sites (of which
there were only a handful) was conducted.
While each site had pros and cons, the Upper
Dublin Commissioners ultimately selected the
current “Bonsell” site on Fort Washington Ave-
nue as the best location for the Fort Washing-
ton Fire Company firehouse.

A considerable amount of time and effort was
expended “behind the scenes” over the past 4
years, once the site selection decision was
made by the Commissioners, work has been
able to proceed quite rapidly.

In fact, preliminary site work has already
begun with an anticipated building con-
struction starting date in the Fall of 2010.

Occupancy is expected to be approximately 1
year later. The new firehouse is expected to
cost around $5 million. That number is signifi-
cantly more than the $104,000 that Summit
Avenue cost, but even the land that the Summit
Ave station currently sits on is now worth more
than that building originally cost!

B i conpeny

ments.

This class covered topics such as choosing
the right tools for the job, how to go "through
locks" in order to gain entry, forcing open both
inward and outward opening doors, as well as
cutting through metal window bars and roll
down gates. Of course, the first step is
finding the simplest way in causing the

least amount of damage. Going "though

the lock" is one way to accomplish this.

When a true emergency exists however, the
objective is to gain entry through whatever
means necessary.

Above: Bull dozer spreading fill materials in areas
where the grade needs raising.

Below: Power shovel removes the remaining
debris from the home that once occupied the lot.

In future articles we will continue to chroni-
cle the progress of the new fire station that
will enable us to better serve the residents
of Upper Dublin and surrounding communi-

25 FWFC members participated in this class
and received 8 hours of top-notch hands-on
instruction on various techniques. Forcible
entry is one of the most critical skills a fire-
fighter needs to have. We cannot put out the
fire until we can get into the structure. Thanks
to Traditions Training Vice-President Nick
Martin and instructors Sean Sinon, Chris Birch
and Mike Stothers for providing this training.
Thanks also to the 25 members who gave up
their Saturday to become better firefighters.

Note: Upper Dublin has been very aggressive in
ensuring that its commercial properties install
Knox Boxes on their buildings. These are secure
key boxes that allow fire personnel to gain entry
to the building after hours without having to
force entry and cause damage.




